
East House Remembers  
 
East House has joined DePaul Community Services and other local organizations and 
individuals to establish a Remember Garden at Highland Park.    
 
The Remember Garden is the site of mass graves for more than 700 individuals that were 
institutionalized more than a century ago, at the Monroe County Almshouse and 
Penitentiary for the poor, as well as the mentally and physically disabled.  At the time, no 
records were kept for these individuals, who died while institutionalized.  Since 2004, a 
dedicated group of volunteers and employees from DePaul have labored to raise funds 
and create the Remember Garden, located at the original site in the park.  East House 
contributed to help construct and maintain the garden, which was dedicated at Highland 
Park on May 20th.  
 
The garden has a wooden pergola, benches and a walkway.  Plantings include bushes 
such as lilacs, perennials and annuals in purple tones, a color designated for mental 
illness.   Stop by to take in the garden and to remember and honor those who were once 
forgotten. 
 

 


